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If you love Louis Vuitton and other luxury goods please come to my free 
reference library website http://www.collectinglouisvuitton.com  

Heaps of free information, product reviews, video clips and articles.  Best 
of all it is all free. 

Please feel free to email the author at:- 

hiromi_kirishima@yahoo.com 

Please also visit my sister website http://www.luxurytolast.com for heaps 
of free information about luxury goods including watches, diamonds, 
jewellery and much more. 

 

I also have heaps of free videos on http://www.youtube.com under the 
screen name – ARCHIELUXURY 
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Introduction 

 

Thank you for reading my book about Collecting Louis Vuitton. I am very 
passionate about collecting Louis Vuitton and this book is the result of 
years of collecting. I have been a Louis Vuitton fan since I was 15 years 
old. My interest in Louis Vuitton started when I was reading the English 
classic car magazine – Classic and Sports Cars. Louis Vuitton at the time was 
sponsoring some classic car events and subsequently had an advertising 
campaign in some up market classic car magazines. I have always had a 
soft spot for high quality print advertisements.  

 

I can recall how beautiful the Louis Vuitton advertisements were at the 
time. Louis Vuitton has always had very attractive print media 
advertisements. These advertisements are probably what planted the seeds 
for what was to become my love for all things Louis Vuitton. 

 

A short time later a Louis Vuitton store opened up in my home town. My 
first trip to that store was an experience that I can remember to this day. 
The store was like no other store I had been in before. It seemed to me to 
be a combination of an art gallery, up-market shop and museum all rolled 
into one. Everything was so beautifully presented. The products were like 
pieces of art. It was almost like going to a beautiful European private 
museum. Everything was perfect – from the beautifully dressed staff who 
resembled international airline hostesses to the placement of the 
merchandise. 

 

I can remember from that visit that the store had the most beautiful old 
Louis Vuitton trunks and suitcases on display. These were not for sale as 
such but gave the store the most wonderful ambiance. These beautiful 
antiques really started my thirst for all things Louis Vuitton.  

 

Over the years I slowly learned about Louis Vuitton. Unfortunately many 
pieces from that first visit were very expensive. Louis Vuitton is a French-
made luxury goods maker that has come to represent the best of the best. 
As can be expected, the items are not for those short of funds. 
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Although the prices are quite high, this needs to be put into perspective. 
The workmanship of most things Louis Vuitton is absolutely amazing.  

 

The thing about buying a Louis Vuitton piece is that it will last you a 
lifetime provided you take good care of the item. You can easily buy far 
cheaper pieces of a lesser quality that do not last anywhere near as long. 
Are you really saving by buying an inferior item? Or are you paying the 
same once you have replaced it a few times? 

 

Many Louis Vuitton pieces are therefore like future heirlooms to hand 
down to your family line. What could possibly be nicer than inheriting a 
lovely Louis Vuitton suitcase that is packed full of memories and 
experiences? 

I was originally attracted to the Louis Vuitton hard case line – especially 
the hard-sided briefcases and the beautifully made hard-sided luggage.  

 

Fast track  a couple of years and I got a work bonus. I bought my first 
new Louis Vuitton piece A Louis Vuitton Keepall. I then added a few 
more purchases from the classifieds in the newspaper. 

 

In 2002 I took a job working in Asia (Thailand, Singapore and Hong 
Kong) for a luxury watch dealer. I was amazed to find stores selling 
genuine used Louis Vuitton – there were also large numbers of shops 
selling fakes as well! 

 

Slowly, as the eBay crazy took hold, I bought and sold hundreds of 
genuine pieces. Asia has a huge appetite for Louis Vuitton with over 30% 
of sales happening in Japan alone (Wikinvest); therefore it is only natural 
that the Asian market would cast off used pieces as readily. 

 

The Asian market has a very different viewpoint on Louis Vuitton to 
Westerners. Many Asians see European brands as a status symbol to be 
replaced when the next session’s range is released. Personally I feel this is 
missing the point as I believe quality products are timeless and are 
therefore design icons which have no use-by date. 
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If you take a look at the back of a printed Louis Vuitton catalogue you 
can see how strong the Asian presence is. Japan has the most Louis 
Vuitton stores per capita than anywhere in the entire world.  

 

I have always had a soft spot for briefcases and travel goods. These items 
are a touch harder to find on the secondary market as Louis Vuitton has 
such a large female following. 

As Louis Vuitton is so popular it is possible to buy and sell Louis Vuitton 
pieces. A few rules need to be understood. Mainly there is only one source 
for genuine Louis Vuitton. That is the Louis Vuitton store. Louis Vuitton 
jealously protects its distribution network. There is no such thing as 
wholesale Louis Vuitton or pieces direct from the manufacturer. All 
genuine pieces come only from the genuine Louis Vuitton store – period. 
Many false claims have been made on the internet about wholesale Louis 
Vuitton and these are from the peddlers of fakes. 

 

You can buy genuine used Louis Vuitton on the internet; however, all 
these pieces would have originally come from a genuine Louis Vuitton 
store. 

 

My interest in selling used genuine Louis Vuitton has ceased as I decided 
to remain a collector and not a dealer. A collector keeps pieces that 
he/she enjoys most. A dealer sells pieces that bring the best return. Some 
of my best buys on the used market are pieces I do not ever want to sell. 

 

Today, the only time I sell a piece is to occasionally help finance another 
purchase. I prefer to remain a Louis Vuitton collector instead of a dealer 
doing things solely for the profit motive. 

 

Although I am no longer dealing in used Louis Vuitton, it did give me a 
lot of experience in telling the genuine item from the fake. It also gave me 
a great insight into the brand and showed me the true craftsmanship that 
goes into Louis Vuitton pieces. 

 

The thing about Louis Vuitton is that you don’t need to use it continually 
to enjoy it. You can come home after a hard day and just open a Louis 
Vuitton item up and feel the lovely material. Just to absorb the smell and 
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feel the texture of a genuine Louis Vuitton item. That is the love of 
collecting Louis Vuitton. 

 

Some of my collection 
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Louis Vuitton as art & Monogram set
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Luxury Luggage 

“It is very distinctive, it is very stylish – it is very Louis Vuitton… 
wherever you go in the world you will see people carrying the distinctive 
Louis Vuitton brand…whether it is a little bag or a huge suitcase. It talks 
of distinction and taste” – Cherie Blair at the London Louis Vuitton New Bond 
Street Maison Opening. 

 

“I think it is an amazing brand, I love that it has got such a heritage and it 
has been around for such a long time. I particularly like their luggage and 
all the trunks” - Alexa Chung at the London Louis Vuitton New Bond Street 
Maison Opening. 

 

“My favorite things are the old suitcases, the classic luggage” – Gwyneth 
Paltrow at the London Louis Vuitton New Bond Street Maison Opening. 

 

Nothing says class more than quality luxury luggage. Louis Vuitton 
famously ran the advertising by-line “show me your luggage, and I’ll tell 
you who you are.” In this modern age of mass production there are only 
two brands which tick the box in my book. Those brands are Louis 
Vuitton and Goyard. Both brands are French and were founded at 
approximately the same time (1854 for Louis Vuitton and 1853 for 
Goyard). 

 

The best pieces to own are the hard-sided trunks and suitcases. These 
items are made the old fashion way – by skilled artisans much the same 
way as originally intended. Trunks are the large boxes used for sea voyages 
and months away from home. Trunks today are mainly for ornamental 
purposes. Hard-sided suitcases are the most useful items to have. They 
can be used for ornamental purposes but still have a use for modern 
travel. Famous fans of hard-sided suitcases include Joan Collins, Madonna 
and Sir Elton John. Recently on eBay three of Sir Elton John’s Louis 
Vuitton hard case suitcases were offered for auction. It is fascinating that 
these are the best quality suitcases in the world and they are obtainable 
(yet still very expensive).  

 

Quality luggage is an heirloom that will last a lifetime and will always bring 
pleasure in its usage. Care should be taken on commercial flights as many 
expensive suitcases have been deliberately damaged by jealous workers. 
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Recently Louis Vuitton has offered there hard-sided suitcases with a 
strong black cover. This adds a layer of protection whilst also provided a 
degree of discretion. 

 

Louis Vuitton is probably the most famous maker of beautiful luggage in 
the world. Classic suitcases from Louis Vuitton include the Alzer, Bisten, 
Cotteville and Braken. Louis Vuitton also has a range of other hard-sided 
items to go together with the suitcases including the President Classeur 
briefcase, Boite Pharmacie cosmetic case and Boite Bijoux Jewellery case. 
Louis Vuitton offers these products in a range of colors/patterns 
including Monogram, Damier, Epi and Taiga. 

 

The Monogram range is probably the most recognizable line whilst Epi 
and Taiga lines provide a degree of discretion. I personally have a mix 
match of colors/patterns to match my mood. 
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Louis Vuitton Hard-Sided items 

(from back) Le Challenge Suitcase 80, Taiga Alzer 70, Monogram Bisten 70, Monogram 
Bisten 65, Taiga President Classeur, Monogram President Classeur and Taiga Diplomate. 
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Special Edition Pieces 

Louis Vuitton often releases special edition pieces when launching a new 
color or style. This occurred when Louis Vuitton released the Damier 
Graphite range for men. Louis Vuitton released a President Classeur 
briefcase in this new style. These pieces are often only available for a short 
time. If you are sufficiently well-heeled this is a collection that surely 
cannot be bad. 

 

Louis Vuitton also releases special edition pieces for its flagship store – 
the Champs-Élysées store. My Taiga green Alzer was such an item that 
was placed in this store for a special customer to purchase. Hard-sided 
items are also available on the special order program. Prices for special 
order are significantly higher than standard prices. 

 

When a new color or style is released, each store will get a few hard-
seeded items in this new variant. These special release hard-sided items 
have become very desirable with the rich and jet set. Due to the 
uniqueness of having a beautiful famous Louis Vuitton model in a rare 
style. 

 

Louis Vuitton is also at the cutting edge of design. The Le Challenge series 
was released in 1987 to coincide with Louis Vuitton’s sponsorship of the 
America’s cup yacht race. The Le Challenge series was designed with 
Australia in mind. The texture of the range is supposed to resemble 
Aboriginal traditional art.  

 

The Le Challenge series has dated by today’s standards. I personally tried 
for ten years to track down one of these hard-sided suitcases. The suitcase 
is certainly an acquired taste but a beautiful addition to a Louis Vuitton 
hard-sided suitcase collection. 

 

Some special order combinations have become so popular that they have 
become permanent fixtures. The Damier Alma is such a bag that was 
made a catalogue item after proving popular in the Japanese market. 
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America’s Cup Le Challenge Suitcase 



 

  21 

 
 

 
Special Order Taiga Green Alzer 
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Holy Grail Pieces 

 

Holy Grail pieces are those pieces which are so unobtainable and/or so 
expensive that you just want to have them. For me my fascination with 
Louis Vuitton started when I was 15 years old. Louis Vuitton had just 
released the Taiga leather line. Subsequently Louis Vuitton had released 
some stunning print advertisements.  

 

Some Holy Grail pieces for me have been the hard-sided luggage 
including the Alzer, Bisten and other hard-sided objectsincluding the 
hard-sided briefcases made by Louis Vuitton.  

 

The final class of items that have been Holy Grail pieces to me are the 
Louis Vuitton desk sets – the writing pad, paper tray and pencil holder. 

 

Due to the Global Financial Crisis I have been able to get some of these 
pieces on the secondary market – mainly via eBay. 

 

I try and obtain pieces with as few flaws as possible.  

 

Some collectors of Vintage Louis Vuitton luggage prefer to get pieces 
which have stood the test of time. Personally I prefer newer, better 
condition pieces. More modern pieces allow me to use the piece and put 
my own history into it.  

 

If you have bought a 1930s or 1940s piece you need to be very careful not 
to damage it. You really need to preserve the piece in the condition it is in. 
This means that you often cannot use the piece as you would a newer 
item.For example a 1990s version of the same piece can be used without 
the same caution. I find it appealing to add my own history to the piece.  
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I like to use all my Louis Vuitton items. This includes my hard-sided 
luggage collection. Naturally I am neither brave nor silly enough to use 
these items on a commercial flight. This means we limit the use of this 
luggage to road journeys. 

 

Commercial realities being what they are means that baggage handlers are 
time-poor and simply throw the items onto the plane.  

 

I highly recommend using all your Louis Vuitton items when possible. 
Sure it is nice to have them tucked away at home, however nothing beats 
adding your own history to the item. 

 

One of the funny things about collecting is that once you have found a 
desired piece, another slightly better piece often turns up. This is where 
you need to be disciplined and decide whether you can afford two pieces 
instead of one. I have often then resold the lesser quality piece on eBay. 
Thence the reason it is good to be active in small-time dealing. 

 

The hunt is often the most fun in collecting. To this end I am still to 
acquire some Louis Vuitton desk set items. I have been very fortunate in 
acquiring some excellent Holy Grail pieces so I am patient to wait for the 
right item to turn up at a fair price. 
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Some of my Holy Grail pieces 
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Cleaning Louis Vuitton items 

 

One of the most asked questions is how to best clean a Louis Vuitton 
item. Officially Louis Vuitton states items should only ever be cleaned 
with a damp cloth. This is obviously the result of Louis Vuitton protecting 
itself if things go wrong. With the right approach scruffy items can be 
brought up a level. The wrong approach can however have everlasting 
consequences. 

 

Point 1 – Take your time 

This is the most important rule to follow. If you are careful and take it 
slowly, the results will be outstanding. Don’t be in a rush with solvents 
and cleaners. Take your time and you will be happier with the results. 

 

 

Point 2 – Always start off  with water and a damp cloth 

Although the results will be slower it is always advisable to start off 
cleaning the piece with a damp cloth. Whenever using a damp cloth 
follow up with a wipe down with a dry cloth to remove any excessive 
water. 

 

If the item is still dirty – follow up with wiping the item with a soapy 
cloth. The importance of wiping the item with a damp (no soap) cloth is 
that it stops you rubbing dirt into the material. This is the reason you 
should always rinse your car before washing it with soapy water – this 
stops you rubbing dirt into the paint. 

 

Do not ever submerge the item in water. 

 

I find it useful to work on one area at a time. This prevents you from 
being rushed. 

Summary:- 

1) Wipe item over with a damp cloth 

2) Dry item with a dry cloth 
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3) Wipe item over with a damp soapy cloth 

4) Dry item with a dry cloth 

5) Rinse/remove any soapy residue by using a damp cloth (no soap) 

6) Dry item with a dry cloth 

 

Point 3 – Try to use as few chemicals as possible 

Only use harsh chemicals and polishes if simple cleaning efforts have not 
worked. Always use chemicals as instructed and test it in an inconspicuous 
spot first. 

 

Point 4 - Cleaning brassware 

It is important to firstly understand the two different types of brassware. 

Many Louis Vuitton handbags have a lacquer-coated brassware. Therefore 
using a brass cleaner on these items could damage the clear lacquer – 
which is not a good thing. Many of the hard-sided items (like an Alzer 
suitcase) have brassware which is not lacquered. This type of brassware 
can be cleaned with care. 

 

On pieces which do not have lacquer-coated brassware I have used the 
brass cleaning chemical solution called “Brasso”. Care should be taken to 
use this product sparingly – avoiding where possible getting the chemical 
on the canvas or leather. 

 

I have often used a cotton bud dipped in Brasso to slowly clean the 
brassware. The importance of taking your time should be stressed again. 
This can be very frustrating, however the results will be much better. 
Always work on one piece of brass at a time. Always have a few dry cloths 
available to clean up any spills. 

 

Point 5 – Removing marks 

In determining if the removal of a mark is possible you need to firstly 
work out whether the mark is on top of the canvas/leather or has it cut 
into the material. Marks that have cut into the material are permanent – 
the only hope is to reduce the impact of that mark. 
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Marks that are on top of the canvas or leather can be removed carefully. 
Hopefully you can remove this type of mark fully or remove most of it.  

 

Steps to remove marks that are on top of the canvas/leather 

1) Wipe item over with a damp cloth 

2) Dry item with a dry cloth 

3) Wipe item over with a damp soapy cloth 

4) Dry item with a dry cloth 

5) Rinse/remove any soapy residue by using a damp cloth (no soap) 

6) Dry item with a dry cloth 

7) Use some automotive scratch remover (like Meguiars) 

8) Wipe item over with a damp cloth 

9) Dry item with a dry cloth 

10) Wipe item over with a damp soapy cloth 

11) Dry item with a dry cloth 

12) Rinse/remove any soapy residue by using a damp cloth (no soap) 

13) Dry item with a dry cloth 

 

Always take your time when using Automotive scratch 
remover/chemicals. Use only the smallest amount of chemical possible. 
Work on the scratch little by little.  
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Removal of white marks with automotive scratch remover 
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If you love Louis Vuitton and other luxury goods please come to my free 
reference library website http://www.collectinglouisvuitton.com  

Heaps of free information, product reviews, video clips and articles.  Best 
of all it is all free. 

Please feel free to email the author at:- 

hiromi_kirishima@yahoo.com 

Please also visit my sister website http://www.luxurytolast.com for heaps 
of free information about luxury goods including watches, diamonds, 
jewellery and much more. 

I also have heaps of free videos on http://www.youtube.com under the 
screen name – ARCHIELUXURY 




